
Mr. Rick Konrad, 

Chair, Western Board of Governors, 

Western University, 

1151 Richmond Street, 

Stevenson Hall, Suite 4101, 

London, Ontario. 

N6A 5B8 

 

September 18, 2021 

 

Mr. Konrad, 

 

My name is Lauren Holmes.  I am a Western University recent graduate (class of ’20), and Founder of 

partyresponsibly.ca, dedicated to raising awareness of responsible partying behavior among 

university/college students. 

 

I am writing to you asking the Western University Board of Governors to remove Alan Shepard from his 

role as President. 

 

He has lost the trust of a growing number of students, parents, and alumni.   He has failed to accept the 

responsibility that goes with his role as President.    

 

As a result, with each passing day that he continues as President, the university too loses the trust of a 

growing number of students, parents, and alumni.   A trust that will not be recovered as long as he is 

President.    He needs to be removed now so that the university, students, parents, and alumni can move 

forward positively. 

 

The President’s lack of transparency over the emergence of details regarding incidents, the deflecting of 

responsibility, the lack of his presence/comments in the early stages of this crisis, and his total lack of 

empathy towards the victims merits immediate dismissal.  This is a man, who two weeks ago vigorously 

shamed and blamed students and threatened to shut down in-person classes because of off campus 

parties (where there were no reports of sexual assaults, just partying), but who when far more serious 

incidents involving sexual assaults and drugging of students at in-residence parties occur on campus, goes 

silent for days.   This is hypocritical and insensitive towards victims and survivors, and clearly shows Mr. 

Shepard’s misguided approach to leadership. 

 

When finally he does speak, it is in carefully scripted language lacking any emotion or passion, crafted 

only to protect the university -  damage control “public relations speak”.   

 

Scrambling to develop knee jerk responses after the fact, when pro-active policies and action could have 

avoided it in the first place does not equate to positive action.   Developing responses that protect the 

university’s reputation first, and the lives/safety of student’s second, does not equate to positive action. 

 



Students, parents, and alumni are protesting and making their voices heard for a reason.   Thousands did 

not attend Saturday’s protest because they are happy with the university’s response.   The “actions” of 

the President ring very hollow at this point as they certainly seem only geared to protecting the university, 

not the students. 

 

This happened on his watch for a reason.   For that reason, he needs to be removed from office, a new 

President found, and students brought to the table in developing real solutions that address the issues 

moving forward, and protect students. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

Lauren Holmes 

 

 


